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ABSTRACT

This research article aimed to study the lexical meaning of synonymous compound words from Tai Ahom,
Tai Lue and Lao. Data were collected from dictionary, historical documentary and literatures. They were analyzed
by the concept of word meaning relations, and the findings were presented in a descriptive method with statistics.

Results of the study revealed that there were 181 synonymous compound words in Tai Ahom, 264 words
in Tai Lue and 415 words in Lao. It indicated that the lexical meaning of synonymous compound words was divided
into four types; synonymy, incompatibility, antonymy and ordering. The utmost common lexical meaning found in Tai
Ahom and Tai Lue was near - synonymy which found 53 words (29.28%) and 127 words (48.10%) correspondingly.
Though Lao, absolute synonymy was the highest found 172 words (41.44%). The second characteristic was
incompatibility found in three languages which a co - hyponym incompatibility was the topmost; 50 words (27.62%)
in Tai Ahom, 37 words (14.01%) in Tai Lue and 34 words (8.19%) in Lao respectively. Third, antonymy found in Tai
Ahom was binary opposition and polar opposition was 6 words (3.31%). Whereas Tai Lue and Lao were commonly
found relative opposition of 6 words (2.27%) and 10 words (2.40%) respectively. The ordering was the last found;
Tai Ahom used the most rank 4 words (2.20%) while Tai Lue and Lao common used cycle 5 words (1.89%) and 3

words (0.72%) respectively.
KEYWORDS: Lexical Meaning, Synonymous Compound Words, Tai Ahom, Tai Lue, Lao
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