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Abstract

This research examined the elderly participation model in organic rice production for
household consumption and aimed to promote their involvement in organic rice production. A mixed-method
approach was utilized, employing qualitative data collection through in-depth group interviews and a
guantitative method using interview forms. The study included 388 elderly individuals from Ban Huai Pu Ling,
Huai Pu Ling Subdistrict, and Ban Huai Hia, Pang Mapha Sub-district, Mae Hong Son Province. Data analysis

involved content analysis and descriptive statistics.
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The findings revealed that most elderly participants were between 60-64 years old, in good health,
experienced in growing rice for 11 years or more, and had an income more 10,000 baht. The study also
identified that the elderly relied on their experience and employed natural, chemical-free methods for rice
cultivation, incorporating traditional rituals. Furthermore, a participation model for the elderly in organic rice
production was developed, integrating local wisdom and the cultivation of organic local rice. Lastly, the research
demonstrated the occupational promotion of the elderly through knowledge transfer in organic rice processing,
specifically the creation of a snack called "Khao Phong Tor" by the Ban Pha Bong community enterprise, which
serves as a platform for organic rice processing and packaging design, offering an alternative income source for

the elderly.

Keyword(s): Elderly; Organic Rice
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